Attorney Docket No. 076326-0228 
Amendments to the Claims 



Please repla ce the previous listing of claims with the following: 

1. (Cancelled) 

2. (Cancelled) 

3. (Cancelled) 

/ 

4. (Cancelled) 

5. (Cancelled) 

6. (Cancelled) 

/ / 

7. (Cancelled) 

/ / 

8. (Cancelled) 

/ ' 

9. (Cancelled) 

, I 

10. (Cancelled) 
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1 1 . (Currently Amended) A drive unit for a safety belt tensioner having a drive 
coupled to a belt winding r ee l, th e driv e and being capable of being triggered, the drive unit 
comprising: 

a drive chamber configured to contain the drive and including two connected plates 
extending parallel to one another; 

wherein the drive chamber includes a drive band having at least one end fastened to a 
drive shaft; 

wherein an interior of t he drive chamber is adapted to be exposed from on e sid e to an 
expanding gas coming from a gas generato r on th e response of an acc e leration s e nsor so that 
the driv e band unwinds and th e r e by drives the driv e shaft ; 

wherein the surface of each plate that faces the other plate is coated with a coating 
material configured to reduce the amount of gas that escapes through an interface between the 
ends edges of the drive band and the facing plate surfaces. 



^ 12. (Previously Presented) The drive unit of claim 11, wherein the coating material 

has a plurality of layers. 

13. (Previously Presented) The drive unit of claim 12, wherein the coating 
material has layers of different materials. 

14. (Previously Presented) The drive unit of claim 11, wherein the thickness of the 
coating material varies in different sections of the surfaces of the plate. 

15. (Previously Presented) The drive unit of claim 11, wherein the coating material 
has one or more films. 

16. (Previously Presented) The drive unit of claim 15, wherein the films for the 
coating of the plates are adhesive or are applied by means of an adhesive. 

17. (Previously Presented) The drive unit of claim 11, wherein the coating material 

is soft. 

18. (Previously Presented) The drive unit of claim 11, wherein the drive band 
includes edges partly penetrating into the coating material, 
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19. (Previously Presented) The drive unit of claim 1 1, wherein a surface-near layer 
of the coating material is configured to be removed by the drive band and pile up in front of 
the drive band in the direction of expansion on the triggering of the drive and thus 
additionally reduces the gas exchange through an interface between the band and the plate 
sxirfaces. 




20. (Currently Amended) A safety belt tensioner having a drive unit comprising: 
a drive chamber configured to contain the drive unit and including two connected 
plates extending parallel to one another; 



wherein the drive chamber includes a drive band having at least one end fastened to a 
drive shaft; 

wherein an interior of the drive chamber is adapted to be exposed from on e sid e to an 
expanding gas coming from a gas generato r on th e r e sponse of an acc e leration sensor so that 
the drive band umvinds and ther e by driv e s the drive shaft ; 

wherein the surface of each plate that faces the other plate is coated with a coating 
material configured to reduce the amount of gas that escapes through an interface between the 
eftds edges of the drive band and the facing plate surfaces surfaces. 
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